Lecture #1 – The Native Americans

Summary
In this class we broadly discuss pre-Columbian societies in the Americas, emphasizing key concepts that can be useful in understanding the subsequent encounters between the Old and New Worlds.


Vocabulary

Isolation
Scale
Chichimecs
Tupi-Guarani
Iroquois 
Arawaks
Caribs
Mesoamerica
Aztecs
Maya
Andean Regions
Inca


Outline
Brief Comments about Lecture Organization and Note Taking



Prologue: Pre-Columbian Peoples: “What’s in a Name?” 

Conceptualizing Native America
	Isolation and Scale
		Technological and Epidemiological Implications
Native American Economies
		Nonsedentary, Semisedentary, and Sedentary Peoples
		Complexity of Native American Societies

Conclusion: Predicting New World Encounters  
